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e | HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
e A The Jewish roots help us understand this Sacrament
o 1 They are important to open up our grasp of Baptism
e a inthe days after Easter, the first Christians continued to observe their Jewish faith
e (1) They went to the Temple

e (2) Acts 2:46
e [1] So continuing daily with one accord in the femple, and breaking bread from house
; ! r Food with glad o licity of

e (2) They worshipped in synagogues until they were expelled from them around 100 CE/AD

e b To their Jewish worship, they added a celebration of the presence of Jesus and His
Spirit
e (1) The reference to “breaking bread” in Acts 2:46 indicates this

e (a) Acts 2:46*
e [1] So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from hoyse
fo house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,
® (2) Luke, at the Last Supper, pictures Jesus as instructing the Church to continue this meal

e (3) Luke22:19*

e [1] And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is
My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. "
e 2 Two Jewish rituals shed important light upon Christian Baptism, upon the understanding Jewish
Christians would bring to the Sacrament
e B [1] Circumcision

e 1 This is the ritual by which an infant boy was initiated into the People of God

e a By becoming part of the people of Israel, a person was entitled to the promises made to
Abraham

e b The young adult could be called a “Son of God”

e ¢ Note that a young male became a child of God by becoming part of Israel, one with
Israel

e (1) He was grafted on as a descendant of Israel/Jacob
e (2) Israel/Jacob was a descendant of Isaac
e (3) Isaac was a descendant of Abraham
e (4) It was to Abraham’s posterity that God made His promises
e (3) Genesis 17.7*
e [1] “And | will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after
you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your

e [2] 8* "Also | give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a
stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and | will be their
God."

e [3] 9 And God said to Abraham: "As for you, you shall keep My covenant. you and
your descendants affer you throughout their generations.

e 2 The ceremony was normally conferred upon infants

e a |t was conferred on the eighth day of their lives
e (1) Genesis 17:12

e (a) For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be
circumcised. including those bom in your household or bought with money from a
foreigner—those who are not your offspring.
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® (b) 13 Whether bom in your household or bought with your money. they must be
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.

e (c) 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off
from his people; he has broken my covenant ™
e (d) Note: the quote

e [1] It does not say, “Will be cut off from his God, from me”
e [2] It does say, “Will be cut off from his people™
e [3] Ihefocus is upon using circumecision to become part of the people
e (2) Leviticus 12:3
e (a) On the eighth day the boy is fo be circumcised.
e (3) Luke 1:57

e (a) Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son, 58 Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced
with her.

® (b) 59 On the eighth day they came fo circumncise the child, and they were going to name
him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John."

e b Adult converts, of course, received circumcision at the time they were accepted into Israel
o 3 This ceremony was for male initiation only
¢ a Males alone had legal status

e b They alone could be counted to obtain the minimum number of 10 adults needed for a
synagogue
e ¢ Sadly, wives were viewed as chattel, as property of the husbands
e (1) In the Decalogue they were included with a list of his property which was not to be
coveted by others
e (2) Exodus20:17

e (a) “You shall not covet vour neighbor's house. you shall not covef your neighbor's wife,
nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox,

] : _nor his donkey. nor anything
that is your neighbor's.”
e 4 Atthe time of its reception, the person’s name was conferred officially
e 3 Luke 1:57

e 5 The ceremony was performed by another
¢ a The need for this was obvious with an infant
e b Adults also did not (and almost could not) confer it upon themselves
e C [2] The Ritual Cleansing with Water
e 1 The Jewish Biblical Law had two different sets of rules, two sets of “commandments”
e a These two sets of God-given guidelines are intermingled in the various books of laws
e b And Christians have dismissed the set that deals with clean and unclean

e (1) But they have not drawn an obvious conclusion resulting from the dismissal of
the clean/unciean rules

e (2) All races, creeds, sexes are now clean and worthy of inclusion in our fellowship
o (3) Mark7:74

® (a) Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of you, and

understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,_but the
things that come out are what defile.”
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e (b) 16....17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him

about the parable. 18 He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do you

not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile,
e (c) 19 since it enters, not the heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus

e 2 Rules on “good and evil” and rules on “clean and unclean”
e a [A] “Good and evil” deal with what we call "sin”

e (1) A person could obey a command from God and. by opeying. become unclean,
e (a) Genesis 1:28"
e [1] Ihen God blessed them and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multipfy.”
e (b) The Jews interpreted this as a command equal to the other commands of the

Law
e [1] To marry

e [2] To have children
e {3] To have numerous children
e (c) But all sexual intercourse rendered both people unclean

e [1] Leviticus 15:18"

e [2] This included intercourse between a husband and wife
e (2) And a person could deliberately disobey a command of God and remain clean
e (a) Deliberately refuse to marry
e (b) Deliberately, when married, refuse to have intercourse and bear children
e ¢ Therefore, it is wrong to identify “unclean” with “evil*

e d “Unclean" meant isolated, quarantined
e (1) It could refer to a person, an animal, a thing, a place
e (2) Anything or anyone unclean contaminated everything with which they came into contact

e (a) Leviticus 5:2*
e [1] "Orif a person touches anything ceremonially unclean-- whether the carcasses of
! 1d animal Funcl . :

Quilty.

e (b) Being unclean is a little like radioactivity contaminating an individual

® (¢) But the contamination of touching unclean objects did not decrease from contact
through contact as it does with radioactive contamination
e e Ali that was unclean was quarantined for the good of the community

e (1) This isolation was a primitive method to prevent the spread of epidemics
e (2) No social contact was allowed until it was cleansed

e f Cleansing was always based upon washing with water

e g Almost all the rules deal with potential causes of mass iliness
e (1) Dead bodies

e (2) Blood flow
e h The person needed to render himself clean before rejoining others

e 3 Pagan converts were seen as completely unclean
e a They needed more than cleansing
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e b They needed complete submersion, complete immersion
e (1) It was felt that through this immersion the old person died
e (2) All debts were cancellied through this ritual drowning, cleansing
e D John the Baptizer used a water cleansing to summon people to repentance
s 1 He was an historical figure whom the Church saw as preparing the way for Jesus
¢ 2 He called all Israel to baptism
e a He issued a radical summons
o b He called Jews fo underge a complete immersion,
e ¢ He invited them to act out a sign of dramatic repentance, changing the direction of their living
e 3 His call to Israel to be baptized claimed God’s People had become as unclean as pagans!
e 3 Mark 1:4*

® (1) And so John came, baptizmg in the desert region and preachmg a baptism of repentance

for the forgiveness of sins. 5" The whole Judean countrysi
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River.

e 4 His baptism was not a formal rite
e a It was just a symbolic action indicating a recognition of sin
e b And it indicated a desire to change one’s way of living
e E The Greek word for “baptize” means “drown”
e 1 The verb is an intensive form of the verb “dunk,” “dip”
e 2 Iltindicated a complete submergence
e 3 The word described a ritual death, a ritual drowning
e 4 Atthe time of Jesus and John, the word did not refer to any known religious ritual
e F Jesus Himself was baptized
e 1 Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist

e a This baptism was reported by Mark simply as the moment of His divine anointing for His
mission
e (1) By this action, Jesus dies to any seif will
e (2) Emerging from water, He is filled with the Spirit of God

e (3) Mark 1:.9*

e (4) Mark uses the baptism to prove to us that the ministry which resulted after the baptism
was not something Jesus just did on His own
e (a) Everything He did was what God wanted -- He was filled with God’s Spirit

o (b) He acted out in visible form the will of the invisible Spirit of God
e b The action was excused by Matthew (because it was so embarrassing to the Church)

e (1) Matthew 3:13

e (a) Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14* And
John fried fo prevent Him, saying, "l need fo be baptized by You, and are You coming
to me?”

e (b) 15*But Jesus answered and said fo him, "Permit it o be so now, for thus it is fitting for

e ¢ And it was made insignificant by Luke
e (1) Luke used a participial phrase used to describe Jesus' Baptism
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® (2) The accent of the story was upon Jesus praying, Jesus remaining in a state of
prayer
e (3) This act of praying was when the Spirit was received
o (4) Luke 3:21

® (a) MWWMMMMEMW
_the heaven was opened: 22 and the Holy Spint came down in a bodil

Rraying. ly form as
a dove upon Him. And there was a voice out of Heaven, saying. You are My Son, the
Beloved; [ am delighfed in You.
e (5) Readers should not ignore this minimizing of baptism and the stressing of prayer

e (a) Later the Church, too, received the Spirit while gathered in prayer
e [1] Acts 1:13*

e [a] When they arrived, they went upstairs fo the room where they were staying.
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphas and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James.

e [b] 14* They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

"y m e ms 2.j *
e [a] When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2*

e (b) Luke is instructing the Church
e [1] He shows us how we can renew our experience of the Spirit
e [2] We can't be re-baptized again and again
e [3] But we can become people of continuing prayer
e d¢ The baptism was ignored by John

® (1) He does report that either Jesus or His disciples baptized during the ministry of John —
the only one to so report

e (3) John 3:22*
o 1] . e , ,
MWMWW. ith : where he
e {(2) This baptizing was not conferring the Christian Sacrament
e (3) John4:1*
® (a) Ihe Pharsces heard that Jesus was gaining.and baptizing more disciples than John.,
2* aithough i fact it was not Jesys who baptized. but his disciples.
e 2 After Easter, Jesus commanded the Church to continue Baptism as a solemn ritual

e 3 Matthew 28:18"

e (1) And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. 19*_"Qo_ﬂ1ecetqceﬂ1d_make_dﬁqptemtalu_tye_aam.baptmm

® (2) 20*teaching them to observe all things that | have cornmanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

e 0 Mark16:15*

e (1) [This text is part of the “Longer Ending” added by someone other than Mark, but
accepted as part of the inspired Gospel]

e (2) And He sajd to them, “Go into ail the world and preach the gospel to every creature, 16”
*He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not helieve will be
condemned.
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e |l THE PRACTICE OF THE EARLY CHURCH
e A Baptism was practiced from the first days after Easter
e 1 Paul writes his main letters just over twenty years after Easter
e 2 He writes to Greeks in Corinth and Rome
e a He can make references to Baptism
e (1) 1Corinthians 12:13*
® (a) For by one Spint we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks.
whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirif,

e (2) Romans 6:3"
e (a) Ordo you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
paptized info His death? *
e (b) 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death. that just as Christ

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life.
¢ b And he could draw out the theological implications of the ceremony

e (1) It was familiar to Paul
e {2) And he knew that it also was familiar to both the Corinthian and the Roman churches
e B The baptized were immersed into the Spirit of our God
e 1 At first the immersion was into Jesus
e a They were immersed into His saving, living Spirit
e b Acts 19:5%
e (1) When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the L ord Jesus.
e 2 Quickly this immersion came to include the entire Trinity
e a People were immersed into the missions, the relationships with us of each aspect of our God
e b Matthew 28:19*
® (1) “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Fatt | of the S  of the Hol -
¢ C The immersion made the individual part of the Ch_t?fcll'ﬂm
e 1 They received the one Spirit. the life force, of Jesus
e 2 So they were_one with Him and with all others sharing, possessing.this life force

& 3 They became extensions of Him
e b They became extensions of His body
e 3 And they received gquality with all the members of the Church
e a All uniqueness was drowned in the Baptismal water, distinctions of greater and lesser
e b Upon emerging from the water, all shared equally in the Spint
e (1) It made them part of the New Covenant sealed with the blood of Jesus
e (2) !t entitled them to all the blessings of this Covenant

® ¢ Their death through this immersion was their assurance of this equality with all other
Christians
e d As a result, there was no Jew or Greek, master or slave in the Church

e (1) Colossians 3:9*

® (a) Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10" and
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him
who created htm

o (b) 11" where it '!E!_‘E‘_ sed . sed_barbari
Scything, slave nor free, but Christis all and in all
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e D In Romans, Paul spelied out the implications of Baptism
¢ 1 Romans 6: 3

10/8/10 7:57:04 AM

® ¢ 6" Forwe know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7* because anyone who has died has
been freed from sin.

e d 3*Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9* For we know that
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over
him.

® e 10* The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11" in
the same way, count yourselves dead fo sin but alive fo God in Chrst Jesus.
e 2 We die with Jesus in our drowning

e 3 We are buried with Jesus in our remaining under the water
e 4 We rise with Him in our emergence from the water
e E Acts revealed again and again the necessity of Baptism
e 1 To receive the Spirit
« 2 To belong to the Church

e 3 Acts 8:36*
3 M@W@M&@M@ﬂmﬁuﬁ@m
is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”

e ) MMJWMW mu_may_Ang_tze_aa,smezed_and_saﬂ,_l

e Il THE EFFECTS (RESULTS) OF BAPTISM
e A All sin was forgiven
e 1 We die in Baptism
e 2 And we stay dead!
e 3 No one can indict a dead person with a sin or any crime
e 3 Romans 6:4
® (1)

Just as Christ was
Wmﬂmwmmﬁ_t walk i of life
® (2) 5 Forif we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no fonger be enslaved to sin.

e (3) 7 Forwhoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him.™

e B A person was made part of a saintly Church
e 1 Our forgiveness endures
e a Therefore we remain sinless in God’s eyes
e (1) Not because we act as saints

e (2) But because the holiness of Jesus in which we are constantly immersed drowns our
sinfulness

e b Paul sends his greetings to the “saints” in the Churches
e ¢ Romans 15:20*

e (1) But now { am going to Jerusalem fo minister to the saints.
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e 2 Paul was not unrealistic; the Christians in these churches remained human, remained individuals
e a They were members of problem churches — or churches with problems
e b Paul had much difficulty with the members of the Jerusalem Church
e (1) Galatians 2:4

(their hypocrisy.
e (d) 14 But when [ saw that they were not acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, !
said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a
Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

e (2) The Corinthians experienced a wide variety of serious problems
e (a) Internal divisions

e (b) Incest
e [1] 1 Corinthians 5:1

e [a] [tis actually reported that there js sexual immorality among.you, and of a kind
that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife. 2* And
you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have been filled with grief and have put out
of your fellowship the man who did this?

e (c) Lawsuits between church members
e [1] 1 Corinthians 6:1
e [a] If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for

judgment instead of before the saints? 2* Do you not know that the saints will
JWWMW

judge trivial cases?
e [b] 3* Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this

life!
e [c] m@mmmm@m@mmﬁmmmw
it Y :
e [d] 5*Isay this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise
enough to judge a dispute between believers?
e (d) Dogmatic difficulties — denying the resurrection of dead Christians

e [b] 13*if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.
14* And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your
faith.
e 3 Despite all these problems and faults, they remained filled with the Spirit of Jesus

e a His holiness was greater than their sin
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e b His holiness enabled them to be saints!
e C They were united with each other as well as with God

e 1 1Corinthians 10:13

e a [ speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what | say.

® b 16* /s not the cup of thanksgiving for which we gi
Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?
L LE%@.(&@JML&.QHQLQ&’ we,who are many. are one body, for we all partake of the one

e D And, regardless of their failures, they needed only one Baptism!
e 1 There were no exceptions to the forgiveness of Jesus
e 2 The early Church faced extreme persecutions
e a Not all remained true to Jesus and the Church
e b Some, to escape torture and death, publicly cursed Jesus
e c Later they repented and retumed to the Church
e d A debate ensued in the Church
o (1) Surely these apostates needed re-baptism
e (2) They had violently shattered their bonds to Jesus and the Church
e (3) And they had made it more difficult for others to follow Jesus
e ¢ The Spirit of Jesus in the gathered bishops resolved this dilemma
e (1) There was to be no re-baptism!
e (2) Jesus could never and would never divorce them

e (3) This answer was enshrined in the Nicene Creed: “....one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins...”
e E Our relationship with Jesus endures

e 1 The Church was described as the bride of Christ
e 2 Revelation21:2*
® a Then| John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.

e 3 And Jesus will never divorce us! He can never divorce us!
e F So why is there the Sacrament of Reconciliation? Confession? Penance?
e 1 Our experience with this Sacrament is a rather late innovation
e a During the 6th or 7th century changes began o occur
e (1) The Sacrament became private
e (2) The Sacrament became devotionai
e b This development was not founded on the original tradition
e (1) It was imported into Europe from the practice of lrish monks
e (2) They made the Sacrament a devotional practice
e 2 Early Church practices were radically different
e a The confessing was done publicly to a bishop surrounded by the Church
e b It was limited to a few major offenses
e (1) Six or seven very serious actions that threatened the social welfare
e (2) Things as serious as murder
¢ ¢ The bonds to the Church, not to Jesus, were broken by these actions

e 3 The Sacrament reconciled the jndividual to Church
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e |V WHO WAS BAPTIZED?
e A Women
e 1 The baptism of women was possibly the greatest revolution in cultural history

e a Remarkably, there is no debate reflected anywhere in the NT over their inclusion into the
Church by Baptism
e b The ceremony was done despite the fact that there was no Jewish precedent for it

e 2 The result of this acceptance of women by the reception of Baptism is still not understood today
®a ;Nomen achieve on a spiritual level an equality that has not been fully realized on a practical
- evel _ .

o (1) It . ither Ji creek i , it E ; : , it )
¢ ¢ Women receive the same Spirit
e d They are entitled to an equality of dignity and place
e B Greeks, Pagans

e 1 Their inclusion occasioned a major and prolonged debate

e 2 Introducing pagans into the Church was a problem with two very different aspects
e a [1] The first problem: What conditions should be set for their acceptance into the Church?

e (1) There were different positions regarding these conditions

e (a) The most liberal: there are no preconditions - this exireme understanding was
represented by Paul and eventually was the view that won
e (b) The most conservative: they must accept all of the Law -- the other extreme view was
represented by the people of “James,” conservative Christians from Jerusalem
e [1] Gentile males must be circumcised

e [2] And females and males must observe the whole kosher law of clean and unclean

e (c) The middle position: they must accept some basic rules of the Jewish law - The
“Jerusaiem Council” in Acts represented this stance

e [1] Acts 1527
® [a] Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we
are writing.
e [b] 28It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and fo us not to burden you with anything
; { the followi - s: 29 Y, o abstain from food ficed f
idols, from biood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual
- ity Y 1 d I T hi 3
e (2) God probably resolved the debate by His action
e (a) The action is reflected in Acts
o [1] Acts 10:44"
o [a] While Pet m ot s, the Holy, Spirit fell it
who heard the word,
o [b] 45° sia .
came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spint had been poured out on the
Gentiles also,

e [2] The pagan household of Comelius was filled with God’s Spirit without accepting or
obeying any requirements of the Law
® (3) If God was sharing His Spirit with the Greeks with no preconditions, the Church could not
set requirements for their inclusion and membership
e b [2] The second problem: How could there be table fellowship between the Jewish and Greek
Christians?
e (1) How could they share the one Bread?
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e (2) How could both the clean and the unclean sit and eat together the Lord’s Meal when the
Law specifically forbad social mixing with the unclean?
e (a) Peter vacillated on this question

e (b) Paul confronted him after he wavered

e [1] Galatians 2:14*

e [b] 13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so thaf even
Barnabas was camied away with their hypocnsy.

e [c] 14 But when | saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the
| if vou, being a Jew, live in the manner of

gospel, | said fo Peter before them all
Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jows?
# 3 The meaning and application of this controversy is not understood by us

e a There are no preconditions for receiving Jesus

e (1) He comes into our lives as a gift

e (2) He does not join with us as a reward
e b Jesus makes us all clean, makes us all parts of His body

e (1) He attaches Himself to us and thus attaches us to Him

e (2) We do not first attach ourselves to Him
e (3) We respond to His baptizing Himself in us
e (4) We accept the gift of His love,His Spirit
e (5) And, in turn, we attempt to immerse ourselves in Him
e C Children
o 1 The NT refers to whole households being Baptized
¢ a The term “Household” clearly includes chiidren

e b Acts 16:15*

e (1) And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you have
Jjudged me fo be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.
® 2 There is a significant and important story in Mark regarding Jesus and the children

e 3 Mark10:13*
e (1} Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them but the disciples
ebuked those who brought them.

e (3) &Aﬂiﬂi&q&mﬁmguﬂiammmmmmﬁmm&smmﬁm
e b The story contains two clues that it is referring to a problem regarding infant Baptism
e (1) Jesus says, “Do not forbid” or “Do not hinder them”

e (a) He uses a technical word that the Church quickly employed as a person advanced
towards Baptism
# [1] As a candidate, a “catechumen-ate,” advanced from stage to stage toward
Baptism, the assembled Church was asked a question regarding the person’s
readiness to advance
e [2] They were asked, “Is there anything in her/him to “forbid” advancement?”

® [3] Jesus uses this term to state that children should not be barred from fellowship with
Him
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e (2) And Jesus uses an action associated with Baptism, the laying on of hands
e (a) The gesture was important in the NT to show unity
e (b) It very quickly was made part of the baptismal entrance into the Church

e 3 The Jewish background of the early Christians offers the best reason to believe they regularty
Baptized infants
e a Again we must recall these Jewish roots

e (1) Jews were accustomed to initiating infants into the People of God on the 8th day by
circumcision

® (2) Indeed, they felt God required male infants to be circumcised on the th day of their lives
to be made parf of His People

e b These Christians, in all probability, changed the service of initiation from circumcision to
baptism
® (1) This switch is likely since they continued to use the example of male circumcision as a
manner of understanding Baptism
e (2) They interpreted baptism as a spiritual circumcision

e (a) Colossians 2:11*
e [1] ]_g_tﬁm ou we i ised with ] '_ ion made Wi

¢ ¢ Given their centuries-old practice of initiating male infants, it is inconceivable they would
suddenly delay initiating their children until they became adults

e (1) Remember: both ceremonies made one part of the People of God
e (2) They entitled a person to the protection of the covenant promises
e (3) They would want their children to expenence these blessings
¢ V HOWWAS BAPTISM RECEIVED?
e A The early Church baptized using full immersion
e 1 They did it in running water
e 2 Or, as a second best, collected rain water was used
e 3 They felt a stagnant pool of water couldn’t symbolize the living water of our God
e B Baptism was received only after a long period of preparation
o C It was conferred on Holy Saturday, on the Eve of Easter
e 1 The whole church gathered with and around its bishop in prayer to celebrate Easter
e 2 After preparatory prayers, the catechumenates split into two groups
e a Men went off with deacons
e b Women went off with deaconesses
e 3 The separate groups went to a stream
e a The ceremony began with the catechumenates removing all of their clothes
e (1) This action was seen as the moment of their dying to self
e (a) In their society, clothes helped to identify the status of any person
e (b) For example, all clothing references are significant in Mark
e [1] He cites a man fleeing naked into the night in the Garden
e [a] Mark 14:31

e {1 A young man, wearnng nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus.
When they seized him, 52 he fled naked. leaving his gamment behind.

e [b] The fleeing naked is a hint the man is losing his baptismal robe
e [2] Another young man by retaining his robe is capable of making the Easter

proclamation -- note that he not jg not said to be an angef in Mark!
e [a] Mark 16:5
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e [b] He remains loyal to Jesus, human and crucified, and is able to witness to Him
e (c) Removing clothing, standing naked, was dying to all that makes me, me

® (2) The importance of this stripping off of clothing and of the old man sheds light on
several NT passages
e (a) The person stripped off the old flesh with its attached vices

e (b) Ephesians 4:22

e [1] ] cof life, to put off your old self.
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude
of your minds;

e [2] 24 and to put on the new self, creafed fo be like God in true fighteousness and
holiness. 25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to
his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

e (c) Colossians 3.9
e [1] Do notlie {o one another, seein
i 10 e ¢l aursefv ith the n which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.

e [2] 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scything, slave and free; but Christ is all and in alll 12

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
e b The person then entered water
e ¢ Just as with circumcision, he could not baptize himselffherself
e (1) He was accompanied by a deacon who lowered him into and raised him out of the water
e (2) The Christians felt a new spiritual bond was created with the person who did the baptizing
e (3) This deacon/deaconess could be seen as the catechumenate’s spiritual father
e d Full immersion demonstrated that they died, drowned, with Jesus

e e The catechumenate remained under water briefly showing he/she was buried with
Jesus
e f The catechumenate then emerged from the water

e g The catechumenate then donned new, white clothes

e (1) Helshe wore this clothing whenever they gathered with their fellow Christians for
the next week
e (2) The new white garment was an outward sign that he/she was a new person inwardly

e (3) Galatians 3:27
e (a) As many of you as were baptized info Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
o {4) Colossians 3.9

® (a) Do not lie to one another, seeing.
i which is being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of its creator.
e (b) 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
e 4 All the baptized were brought back to the praying Church

e a The bishop imposed hands, accepting them into full union with the Church
e b He Confirmed them
e c Finally, they made their first communion -- the final sign of compiete union with whole Church
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e 5 [My guess only:] They took a new name
e a They did this precisely because they experienced a real death and rebirth
e b They wanted to disassociate themselves completely from their old lives
e (1) This might explain the new name taken in Confirmation

e (2) They claimed this new name as they appeared before the bishop to be accepted into the
Church
e D Why have most mainline Churches drifted away from full immersion?

e 1 The change was done for praclical reasons
e a There were too many converts for full immersion
e (1) During the centuries of sporadic persecution, there were relatively few converts
e (2) When Constantine legalized Christianity, there was an explosion of them
e (a) Within fifty years a radical change occurred in the Empire
e (b) At first a person was persecuted if he/she was discovered to be a Christian

® (c) Fifty years later, the same person could have been persecuted if he/she were not a
Christian
e (3) Suddenly thousands upon thousands were seeking baptism

¢ (4) There were not enough streams to allow for baptism by full immersion

e 2 The streams of Europe, especially Northern Europe, were too cold for immersion

e a Barbarian chiefs in Northemn Europe would convert

e b The whole tribe followed him into the Church

e ¢ The running streams could be frigid
o 3 Substitute symbols were required and used

e a Sprinkling

e b Pouring
e 4 We must always remember these are substitutes symbolizing full immersion

e a They were not replacements for immersion

e b The manuals still recommend immersion

® 5 Demanding full immersion for validity seems to border upon making the sacramental action an
act of magic -- unless it is performed correctly, it can't work!
e Vi THE SIGN OF BAPTISM

e A The sign is full immersion in water — even if sprinkling or pouring is used as a practical substitute
e 1 This immersion tells us that Jesus immerses Himself fully in us
e a He unites and identifies everything that He is with each of us
e b He (Love) immerses Himseilf in us
e ¢ Therefore we can immerse ourselves in Him (Love,) with being loved

e 2 We should not base our interpretation of the Sacrament upon meanings of the substitute signs of
sprinkling and pouring
e a Such interpretations can lead to false understandings of Baptism

e b Seeing “water” alone as the sign, not immersing in water, | reached such an erroneous
interpretation
e (1) |looked at the pouring of water

e (2) | saw Baptism as a cleansing
e (3) The true action, the true sign, the true meaning of Baptism was much more radical
e B Remember: the sign is not the water alone
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o 1 The proper sign is immersion in water signifying not cleansing but death
e 2 We are united with Jesus through a Sacramental death
e C The Baptized person stays under the water briefly
e 1 The early Christians remained under water to signify a unity with Jesus in burial

e 2 One scholar claimed this was the main reason that the Passion accounts stressed the burial of
Jesus
e D Finally, the newly Baptized person emerged from the water

e 1 He/she rose to a new life
# 2 He/she now lived the life of the resurrected Jesus
e VIl THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM
e A There is no salvation outside Jesus

e 1 Acls 4:12*
® a “Noris there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved."
e 2 The statement should not be interpreted as if the name were magic
e a In the Bible, the “name” represents the person as experienced
e b And the person of Jesus is 'God loving and serving us'
e ¢ We cannot discover salvation in anything else but in being loved by Jesus

® (1) Sometimes we are aware that it is God’s love communicated through Jesus that we are
experiencing

e (2) At other times we can experience the wonder of love, acceptance, service as offered us
by others

e (a) Inreality they are channels of God's Love
e (b) All human love, true love, has God as its ultimate source
e [1] 1John47
® [a] Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone vifio

God, _for God is [ove.
e [b] 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into

the world so that we might live through him. 1Q In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoping sacrifice for our

Sins,
e [c] 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to jove one another.
e (c) Nothing else but this service, acceptance, love, can fulfill us
e [1] Power, sex, popularity, youthful looks all fail
e [2] Material goods fail
e (d) So the claim about salvation is based on
e [1] Human experience
e [2] The reality of our being created in the image of a God of love
e B We are baptized into an experience of being loved
e 1 We immerse ourselves in love offered us as a gift
e 2 Experiencing love is absolutely necessary for serenity

e C Centuries ago, Catholics misunderstood the necessity of Baptism because of a misunderstanding of
Scripture
e 1 The root of the problem for Catholics had been the words of John 3:3-6

e 3 John3:3
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® (1) Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say. to you, unless one is boin again..
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4* Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”

e (2) 5*Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, | say fo you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

e b This text seemed to require baptism for entrance into Heaven
e 2 This text created different reactions when applied to adults and to infants
e a For Catholics, the text offered no threat to non-baptized adults
e (1) The Church early recognized different forms of Baptism
e {a) Jesus Himself promised salvation to one of the thieves on the cross with Him
e (b) This thief had not had an opportunity to be baptized
e [1] Luke 23:42"
e [a] Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come info Your
king " 43* And said to him, "Assuredly, | say o you, foday you will be
with Me in Paradise.”
® [2] Obviously, the thief was able to enter Heaven without ever receiving a Baptism of

water
¢ (2) Therefore several different forms of baptism came to be recognized by the Church

e (a) [1]} Water baptism
e (b) [2] Baptism of Blood
e [1] Some catechumens were arrested and martyred before they could receive baptism
e [2] The shedding of the person’s blood was seen as his/her baptism
e (c) [3] Baptism of Conscience
e [1] The term applied to a person trying to live by what he/she thought was right
and wrong

® [2] If such a person knew that God wanted him/her to be baptized, he/she would
accept the Sacrament

e [3] So the person had an implicit desire for the Sacrament

e [4] God surely would not punish such a person because an accident of birth,
(time or place,) made it impossible for the individual to learn of Jesus and

His teaching
e b The text did create a problem for unbaptized infants

e (1) All adults can be covered by one of the forms of baptism
e (2) But no child can be
e (a) The child cannot make an act of faith because of his/her immature infant conscience
e (b) The child cannot make a free act desiring baptism
e (3) How can we keep these innocents out of Hell?
e (a) “Limbo’ is the solution offered:
e [1] This solution to the problem is as old as Augustine (4th century AD)
e [2] But it has absolutely no scriptural basis
e (b) This is the background to creating “Limbo”

e [1] God was experienced as too good to eternally sentence anyone innocent,
including innocent children, to Hell’s pain forever
o [2) But theologians could not get children into Heaven because of John 3:3-6

e [3] So they created a new place
e [a] A place of no pain

e [b] A place of joy
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e [c] But a place with no experience of God and His bliss

e (4) Remember, this non-Scriptural solution was created because the God of the
Scriptures was experienced as so good!

e D The solution for other Christians who read the Bible literally seems more severe
e 1 The Bible offers only Heaven and Hell
e 2 And a person must believe in Jesus and be baptized in order to be saved
e 3 So the universe contains only two groups
e a Christians who are destined for Heaven
e b And all others who are destined for Hell
e (1) All primitives who have never heard of Jesus
e (2) All Jews who have attempted to live exemplary lives
e {3) All victims of the holocaust -- they are now also victims of God!
e E No problem exists today for mainline Christians -- including Catholics
e 1 Scripture scholars are certain that John 3:3-6 does not require the Sacrament of Baptism

e a It simply attests salvation cannot come from within us, from within the limits of our
flesh

e b It affirms that salvation must come as a gift from above, a gift of love
e 2 And all love has as its ultimate source our loving God
e 3 Therefore, no priest | know still believes in Limbo
e VIll POINTS TO REMEMBER
e A Baptism is Discipleship
¢ 1 Following Jesus
e 2 Staying with Jesus
o 3 Staying with God loving us
¢ B Baptism is Christmas
e 1 Jesus comes to us and unites with us
e 2 He joins with us in a union that is permanent
e 3 His uniting with us turns our stables into His Temples
e [X ADDENDA
o A EXCOMMUNICATION
e 1 Paul ordered the Corinthian Church to expel a member from its midst
e 3 1 Corinthians 5:4*

® (1) In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathened together, along with my
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5*

destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
e (2} 6* Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that g little leaven leavens the whole lump?
Z* Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are
e 2 This text is important to help us understand a difficult term
e a Most people think those who are excommunicated are expelled from the Church
e (1) They are not
e (a) They cannot be
e (b) “One baptism for the forgiveness of sins” attests to this
e (2) No one, ever, under any conditions can be expeiled from the Church
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¢ (3) The reason no one can be ejected from the Church is because Jesus will never divorce

any of us!
e b The term means what it says

e (1) “Communion” is broken
e (2) Visible fellowship is ended
e ¢ Paul tells us why this should be done

e (1) 1Corinthians 5:1

e (2} Excommunication should never be done as a punishment
e (3) Rather, it should be done as a loving gesture, albeit one of tough love

e (4) The action is intended to shake a person into seeing the gravity and evil of her or his
action
e (a) Hand the body over to Satan -- who rules the world outside the fellowship of
the Church

e [1] “deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the fiesh,”
e (b) Do this only to save His soul on the Day of the Lord — to help Him
e [1] ‘that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”
¢ 3 In the early Church, fellowship was vital — life depended upon it

® a In a society where large family associations offered employment, education, social and
religious life, and, most important, physical protection, Christian converis were often expelled
from their families

e b The Church provided such a community

e ¢ Sadly today, the experience of fellowship is often lost
e d People who are excommunicated stay home and feel like they've lost little or nothing

e e Their reaction is a criticism on the lack of service and communion experienced in many
churches
e 4 Excommunication is a tough love action on the part of the Church

e a Itis done as a last resort to shake the sinner into seeing how grave a sin is
e b And it is done as a last resort to shake the Church as a whole into seeing how grave this sin is
¢ B PURGATORY
e 1 Purgatory is not much talked or preached about today
e a But it is a part of the Catholic faith
e b itis a part of our teaching that has relevance for our daily living
e 2 The traditional understanding of Purgatory is rejected by many other Christians
e a Purgatory was seen as a place of pain where a person was sentenced for a period of time
e b With no clear Scriptural foundation, the concept was based on human justice systems
e (1) A person committed a crime
e (2) He was arrested, tried, convicted, imprisoned
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e (3) He was not freed until the penalty was served
e ¢ Dark Age Catholics felt, in a similar way, that there was a double penalty for sin

e (1) One penalty was eternal and temporal
e (a) The forgiveness offered by Jesus removed this eternal punishment
e (b) The sin was forgiven forever

e (2) But a temporal punishment remained

® (a) Restitution was demanded before it could be removed -- some fine had to be
paid to comrect the scales of justice
e (b) This restitution could be made before death

e (c) [f not, it must had to be made after death by suffering in Purgatory
e d God's justice was patterned upon the way which kings used to enforce their judgments
e 3 There is a new understanding of Purgatory that poses no problem for many other Christians
e a This new teaching is based on the natures of God and of man
e (1) Heaven consists in being in the presence of God
e (a) God is perfect
e (b) He must love perfectly and be loved perfectly
e (2) Atthe moment of death we are finally able to respond correctly to His love
e (a) Al limitations to our being loved and loving back are removed
e (b) But we've failed to develop the ability to love because of our
e [1] Selfishness
e [2] Self-centeredness
e {c) And we've developed so many attachments to lesser goods
e b We experience, therefore, an instant purgation at the moment of death
e (1) God must be loved perfectly
e (2) To do this, we break with pain from all other attachments
e (a) The pain varies by how deep are these attachments
e (b) And the pain varies by how many are the attachments
e (3) To_do this, we undergo an expansion of our ability to love which demands effort,
ain
° (:) The pain, the effort required, varies by how open we've been to being loved
e (b) And the strain involved varies by how much we have developed the ability to love
e (4) For some, nearly no effort will required; for others, the process will be very painful
e C HOLY WATER
e 1 All use of holy water should be a reminder of our baptismal life
¢ 2 We use it on ourselves
e a In using it when we enter a church, we are challenged to recall our Baptismal holiness
e b “We have been “soiled” by the messages of life
e (1) So many of them tell us that we’re not good enough
e (2) We listen and we condemn ourselves
e (3) Jesus tells us that we are a priceless treasure
e (a) He's offers Himself to purchase us to His love
e (b) He makes us saints
o ¢ We need to use holy water when entering a Church
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e (1) Toremind ourselves that we are God’s beloved
e (2) Toremind ourselves that we are joining a communion of saints in the Lord's Supper
e d We shouid not need to use it when exiting a Church
e (1) Exiting, we need to recall our Confirmation mission to witness
e (2) We need some use of oil to remind us of this challenge
o 3 We use holy water on items

® a The sprinkling should be a challenge for us to put these items into a correct
perspective
e b These items have no magic

® ¢ We are invited to use them in a way in which we will increase our experience of Jesus
cleansing us with His love and filling us with His Spirit
e D POINTS TO REMEMBER

e 1 Baptism is Jesus, God’s Love, immersing Himself in us
e 2 Sothat we, in tumn, can immerse ourselves in Him, in Love
e 3 Baptism is our assurance we can be loved

e a By others

¢ b By ourselves

e ¢ By God




